
Scenarios for catch-up vaccination for older children relating to the 18-month DTPa dose under the Commonwealth 
Government’s ‘No Jab No Pay’ initiative 

   

 

Scenario 

DTPa Vaccination History The Australian Immunisation Handbook 
(10th edition) Recommendation 

 

ACIR Rule 

 

Clinical Advice 

1. Child currently aged 
11 years old  

 

Received 3 doses of pertussis in 
early childhood (prior to 12 
months of age) 

 

A booster dose is required to maximise 
pertussis immunity during childhood as waning 
occurs progressively with age.  

First booster dose recommended at 18 months 
of age and second booster dose recommended 
at 4 years of age 

The child is assessed as ‘not up to date’ 
as only three doses have previously 
been given. A fourth dose is required 
now in order for this child to be 
considered fully immunised by the 
ACIR.  A fifth dose is not required, but 
could be received.  

The child can receive the year 7 booster dose in 
school 

2. Child currently aged 
8 years 

 

Received 2 previous doses in early 
childhood prior to 12 months of 
age 

 

A dose is required to maximise pertussis 
immunity during childhood as waning occurs 
progressively with age. First booster dose 
recommended at 18 months of age and second 
booster dose recommended at 4 years of age. 
However, If the 1st booster dose recommended 
at 18 months of age (dose 4) is given after the 
child is 3.5 years of age, the 2nd booster dose 
recommended at age 4 years (dose 5) is not 
required. See Tables 2.1.5 and 2.1.6 in The 
Australian Immunisation Handbook (10th 
edition) 
 

The child is assessed as ‘not up to date’ 
as only two doses have previously been 
given. A third dose is due now, and a 
fourth dose is required six months later. 
A fifth dose prior to the age of 10 years 
is not required. (as per above) 

 

It is recommended that the child receives the 
additional booster dose in Year 7 in school 
(dose 5) 

 

3. Child currently aged 
16 years 

 

Received 3 doses of pertussis in 
early childhood (prior to 12 
months of age) 
 

As above for scenario 2 The child is assessed as ‘not up to date’ 
as only three doses have previously 
been given. Only one additional dose, a 
fourth dose, is required in order for the 
child to be considered up to date, given 
the child is now > 10 years. A fifth dose 
is not required 
 

It is possible that the child may have received a 
booster (fourth) dose in school when they were 
aged 12-13 years. If the record can be sourced 
from the relevant Public Health Unit and is 
notified to ACIR by a vaccination provider, then 
this can be recorded in ACIR as dose 4 and no 
further doses will be required. If not, a fourth 
dose should be given 

4. Child is currently 10 
years old 

Has not received any previous 
doses of pertussis 
 

Individuals aged 10 to 19 years, who have no 
vaccination history, require three doses of DT 
(dTpa)* 
 
*one of the doses should be given as dTpa and 
the course completed with dT 

The child is assessed as ‘not up to date’ 
as no doses have previously been given. 
One dTpa dose is required in order for 
the child to be considered up to date 
for pertussis. Any additional doses that 
are given will be accepted by the 
register if notified by a vaccination 
provider 

It is clinically recommended that the child 
receives an additional (fourth tetanus, second 
pertussis) booster dose in school, although this 
is not necessary from the point of view of being 
up to date for ACIR 

 

http://immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/Handbook10-home%7Ehandbook10part2%7Ehandbook10-2-1

	Scenarios for catch-up vaccination for older children relating to the 18-month DTPa dose under the Commonwealth Government’s ‘No Jab No Pay’ initiative

