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This Policy Directive may be varied, withdrawn or replaced at any time. Compliance with this directive is mandatory
for NSW Health and is a condition of subsidy for public health organisations.
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In accordance with the provisions incorporated in the Accounts and Audit  Determination, the Board of Directors, Chief  
Executive Officers and their equivalents, within a public health organisation, shall be held responsible for ensuring 
 the observance of Departmental policy (including circulars and procedure manuals) as issued by the Minister and the 
 Director-General of the Department of Health. 

 

 
 
 
 

CIRCULAR 

 File No C.14249 

 Circular No 81/189 

 Issued 1 July 1981 

 Contact Dr JD Campbell 

 
 

Use of Assumed Names by Medical Practitioners 
on Admission to Psychiatric Units 

 
Instances have occurred where medical practitioners on admission to a psychiatric 
unit have assumed or been given a name different to that used professionally and 
under which they are registered under the Medical Practice Act 1992. 
 
Clause 11 of the Medical Practice Regulation 2003 imposes a duty on the 
Department of Health to notify the Registrar of the New South Wales Medical Board 
of the admission of a patient or voluntary patient who is a medical practitioner. 
 
Accordingly, Superintendents of Psychiatric Hospitals and Admission Centres in 
Public Hospitals gazetted under the Mental Health Act 1990 are directed to notify the 
Registrar of the Medical Board of the admission of a medical practitioner as soon as 
practicable. 
 
Medical practitioners who have been admitted may be treated under an assumed 
name if the Superintendent considers such is warranted, but the admission must be 
notified as instructed. 
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Secretary 

 


