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Compliance with this policy directive is mandatory.
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 Fingerstick Blood Sampling Devices 

 
Please read in conjunction with Circular 95/13 - Infection Control Policy. 
 
The following information should be brought to the attention of staff involved in the use 
of reusable fingerstick blood sampling devices that are used on more than one patient. 
 
Reports of nosocomial hepatitis B virus infections associated with reusable fingerstick 
blood sampling devices,1 used on more than one patient have been published. Such 
devices may include pen-like, spring-loaded and lancet devices. Investigations suggest 
that when a device is used on more than one patient, reuse of single use components 
of reusable fingerstick blood sampling devices may have contributed to transmission of 
the infections.  
 
Fingerstick devices are widely used for capillary-blood sampling including patient 
glucose monitoring. These devices may be entirely single use or they may have both 
single use and reusable components. Some devices may include reusable components 
that can be used on more than one patient 
 
To minimise the risk of cross infection the following precautions should be taken after 
each use of the fingerstick blood sampling device:  
 
manufacturer’s instructions for the use of the device should be followed; 
 
reusable parts should be reprocessed in accordance with the manufacturer=s 
instructions and the Department’s Infection Control Policy; and 
 
single use components shall not be reused. 
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