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Background

« NSW Health involved since mid-1980’s

* One of the primary goals of NSW Health is to protect
the health of the public

« We achieve this through advice to other government
agencies and community liaison.
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Overview of presentation:

Historical cancer study
— discussion
Dioxin serum study

— discussion
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Rhodes historical cancer study

« Background: Part of the community liaison process
iInvolved NSW health responding to concerns from
residents that previous practices at the Union
Carbide plant had resulted in an increased rate of
cancer in the local community.

« Purpose: To determine if there was a difference in
rates of and death due to cancer in people living
close to the Union Carbide site, compared to NSW
and compared to Ryde and Concord local
government areas.
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What did we do?

« Define study area — 20 collector districts were
selected within 1.5km of the former union carbide site

« NSW Cancer Registry supplied data on cases of
cancer and deaths from cancer for the years 1972-
2001

« All cancers, lung and bronchus carcinoma &
hemopoietic cancers (such as leukaemia and
lymphoma).
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