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The “Guide for Submitting Water Samples 

to DAL for Analysis” has been prepared 

for easy reference when sampling water 

and submitting the samples to the ICPMR/

Division of Analytical Laboratories (DAL) for 

analysis. It also sets out the reporting 

mechanisms used by DAL for the different 

categories of water samples.

The protocols have been jointly prepared 

by DAL and the NSW Health Water Unit. 

They are designed for use by Water Supply 

Authorities (WSAs) and Public Health Units 

(PHUs) and apply only to samples submitted 

to DAL. Samples may be submitted for 

microbiological, chemical (trace inorganics) 

and/or pesticide analysis.

At the start of the document a quick 

reference section summarises the detailed 

information set out in the protocols.

The information contained in the protocols 

is up to date at the time of printing. It is 

intended that the content will be periodically 

reviewed and updated as required.

A reference copy is available for 

download from the NSW Health 

Water Unit website:

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/

public-health/ehb/water/index.html

All general enquiries regarding the protocols 

should be directed to the DAL Water 

Project Manager. Specific enquiries should 

be directed to the appropriate laboratory 

manager (refer to Section 1).
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ADWG Australian Drinking Water Guidelines (1996)

°C degrees Celsius

cfu colony forming units

DAL The ICPMR Division of Analytical Laboratories

Database NSW Drinking Water Database

DWMP NSW Health Drinking Water Monitoring Program

L litre

mg/L milligrams per litre

mL millilitres

NATA National Association of Testing Authorities, Australia

PHU Public Health Unit

Water Unit A unit of the NSW Health Environmental Health Branch

WSA Water Supply Authority / Water Utility

µg/L micrograms per litre
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