Profile of the Medical Practitioners Workforce in NSW-2006

HOURS OF WORK

While 17,085 medical practitioners responded that they work in NSW, 369 did not provide a
response for the number of hours worked in this State during their usual week. This section
shows statistics for hours of work for those 16,716 medical practitioners who work in NSW
for one hour or more. Working hours may be expressed in full time equivalents; FTE. Award
regulations determine 40 hours as the standard working week for most medical practitioners
although many doctors in private practice will extend that working week by a considerable
extent. The award period of 40 hours can be regarded as the standard contribution of one full
time person. Time worked in excess of 40 hours can then be taken as the excess
contribution to the labour supply up to a total of 84 hours. The few respondents stating more
than 84 hours are limited to 84 hours for FTE reporting. Working hours outside of NSW have
been disregarded.

Comparison with previous reports may be affected by a definitional change limiting the hours
to the previous week alone compared to the average of the last four weeks for earlier years.
We have not included such comparisons.

5.1 Total Full Time Equivalents

Medical practitioners working in NSW recorded a total of 712,935 hours of work in the week
prior to completing the survey equivalent to 17,823 full time persons, an average of 0.88 FTE
per person. The additional contribution beyond 40 hours was equivalent to another 3,098
persons or 0.19 FTE per working medical practitioner. The total contribution of 1.07 FTE per
working medical practitioner represented the only surveyed health profession with an
average FTE greater than unity.

The number of males and females working at least 1 FTE and those working less than 1
FTE is shown in Chart 5.1a by age. The proportion of female part time medical practitioners
peaks at the 40-44 age group where females are equally likely to be working full time or part
time while the great majority of males are in full time work. After age 65, the proportion of
males working part time rises although full time work is still 50% more common.
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5.1a Medical Practitioners - Workforce Contribution by Estimated
FTE
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Chart 5.1b indicates work contributions by gender above and below 1 FTE. About 48% of the
female labour force and 23% of males work less than 1 FTE. On the other hand, medical
practitioners working more than 1 FTE comprise 62% and 37% of the male and female

labour force respectively.

5.1b Medical Practitioners - Additional FTE by Gender
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A comparison between part time work in medicine between the ages of 25 and 59 was made
to part time work in the whole Australian Labour Market'. The medicine market was restricted
to persons working only in NSW so as not to confuse persons working part time in NSW and
part time in another State with those working part time as a whole. Except for the youngest
ages when studies are still a large component of time, the part time contribution to work at all
ages for males and older ages for females is higher in the workforce generally. Younger
females have similar part time patterns to the workforce as a whole.

5.1c Medical Practitioners v Workforce - Percentage Part Time
Work
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5.2 Average Hours

The average number of hours worked by age and gender is shown in Chart 5.2a. For males,
average hours are greater than 40 hours per week at all ages below 65 while females work
between 30 and 40 hours on average after the age of 30. Younger medical practitioners work
around 50 hours per week.

! Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian Labour Market Statistics January 2007 Catalogue
Number 6105.0
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5.2a Medical Practitioners - Average Hours Worked by Age

65+ 34.4 29.3
60-64 44.1 33.4
55-59 47.9 36.7
50-54 475 37.3
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40-44 44.7 29.3
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25-29 43.3 36.5
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Average Age
Average Age M: 44.2 F: 32.6 M+F: 39.9

The average hours of medical work delivered to residents of each Area Health Service can
be seen in Chart 5.2b. Metropolitan Areas receive more than the State average (except
Sydney West nearly the exact average) while rural Areas receive less than average. The
Greater Southern Area obtains about half the State average hours while South Eastern
Sydney lllawarra obtains 36% more. A similar chart is presented in Section 6 for general
practitioners to remove the effect of hospital based service.

5.2b Medical Practitioners - Average Hours Delivered per 1,000
Residents of Area Health Service Population
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5.3 Setting of Employment

The hours worked in public and private sector settings overall can be observed on Chart
5.3a. It was found that 56% of hours worked are in the private sector, 38% in the public
sector and the remainder were not specified. Female medical practitioners worked a similar
number of hours in each sector (18 hours private and 17 hours public) while males were
more heavily concentrated in the private sector (26 hours private and 16 hours public). The
ratio of public to private hours across Area Health Services varied from 0.51 in Northern
Sydney Central Coast to 0.79 in the Greater Western.

5.3a Medical Practitioners - Hours worked by Sector
1 1
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[ I
South Eastern Sydney 40711 23746 72372 218p8
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OPrivate - M
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Hours Worked per week in all jobs
Public M: 174032 F: 94684 Private M: 292810 F: 101367 N/A: 7491 Total: 670384

The specific number of hours worked in each setting is listed in Table 5.3b
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