
The Hunter Medical Research Institute (HMRI) is a joint venture 
between Hunter New England Health and the University of 
Newcastle in partnership with the community.  

The Public Health Program (PHP) is one of seven HMRI research 
programs.  Our members are drawn from health service and 
university research groups.  Our group unites the activities of 
these groups in undertaking health and clinical research, and 
the translation of such research into practice.

The Capacity Building Group (CBG) oversees the capacity 
building activities of the HMRI PHP and is funded by a four-
year Population Health and Health Services Research Support 
Program (July 2013 to June 2017). 

Our group is led by an Executive Committee whose members 
are drawn from Hunter New England Health, the University of 
Newcastle, New South Wales Health and HMRI.

We are committed to active and strategic capacity building in 
practice-based population health and health service research 
that benefits the Hunter and New England communities, New 
South Wales, and communities more broadly.

HMRI PHP CBG
•	 Provides research training for and mentoring of Research 

Fellows, PhD students and health service clinicians
•	 Conducts collaborative research with health service 

clinicians
•	 Communicates and disseminates research findings.

For more information please contact our Directors,
Professors Julie Byles and John Wiggers

Telephone:  +61 2 4042 0671     |       Fax:   +61 2 4042 0044

www.hmri.com.au/research
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Health Services 1:

Monitoring health service use and impact

Effective health care requires integration and 
delivery of quality services across health care 
systems and over time.  To determine equity, 
cost and benefit of health care, analysis of data 
that follows individuals as they move within and 
across services and over time is required.

Health Risks 1:

Reducing social and behavioural health risks

The majority of presentations to health services 
relate to a limited number of causes and chronic 
diseases, and a limited number of preventable 
risks.  Sufficient evidence exists that such risks 
can be reduced.  However, further evidence is 
required of strategies for ensuring preventive 
care is available to, and adopted by the 
community.

Health Services 2:

Health service development and evaluation

Changing patterns of health service use, 
presenting conditions and treatments require 
health services to evaluate the effectiveness 
of existing and new health services.  Such 
evaluation is essential for appropriate resource 
investment/disinvestment decisions.

Health Risks 2:

Bio-preparedness and reducing 
communicable disease risks

The recent experience of pandemic H1N1-09 
influenza graphically demonstrates the need for 
increased knowledge regarding preparedness 
for and responses to emerging communicable 
disease threats.  Such knowledge is required 
in the areas of community-based surveillance 
systems, responsiveness of health and other 
agencies, and management among high risk 
populations.

Our research themes address the NSW Health goal of  “a health system that puts greater effort and 
investment into improving health and preventing illness while continuing to treat illness effectively”.  


