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Communicable Diseases Weekly Report  

Week 51, 15 December to 21 December 2019 
In summary, we report: 

• Recent NSW Health alerts and advice 
• Summary of notifiable conditions activity in NSW 

For further information see NSW Health infectious diseases page. This includes links to other NSW 
Health infectious disease surveillance reports and a diseases data page for a range of notifiable 
infectious diseases. 

Recent NSW Health Alerts and Advice 
The Summer Holiday season is associated with an increased risk of a range of infectious diseases.  
NSW Health issued a number of health alerts in this reporting week covering salmonellosis 
prevention through safe food preparation and food handling, safe travel and holidays, and avoiding 
exposure to bats and flying foxes and the dangerous viruses they may be carrying.  
For further information, see the following links: 

• Avoid salmonella food poisoning this Christmas [19 December 2019]  
• Have a safe and healthy holiday season [19 December 2019]  
• If a bat needs rescuing, call the experts [17 December 2019]. 

There has also been an alert issued following an unusual rise in the number of viral gastroenteritis 
cases in NSW, particularly affecting young children in child care centres.  
For further information, see the following link: 

• NSW Health warns of unusual rise in viral gastroenteritis [17 December 2019]. 
With temperatures expected to climb into the mid-40s and with persistent poor air quality from 
bushfire smoke, NSW Health has also urged people to take extra precautions to avoid dehydration, 
heat stress and heat stroke, and to avoid exacerbating existing breathing conditions like asthma.  
For further information, see the following link: 
Heat and bushfire smoke health alert for NSW [20 December 2019]. 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/reports/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20191219_00.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20191219_01.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20191217_00.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20190617_01.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20191220_00.aspx
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Summary of notifiable conditions activity in NSW 
The following table summarises notifiable conditions activity over the reporting period (Table 1).  
Table 1. NSW Notifiable conditions from 15 December – 21 December 2019, by date received*  

 
* Notes on Table 1: NSW Notifiable Conditions activity  

• Only conditions which had one or more case reports received during the reporting week 
appear in the table.  

• Data cells represent the number of case reports received by NSW public health units and 
recorded on the NSW Notifiable Conditions Information Management System (NCIMS) in the 
relevant period (i.e. by report date).  

• Note that notifiable disease data available on the NSW Health website are reported by onset 
date so case totals are likely to vary from those shown here.  

• Cases involving interstate residents are not included.  
• The shigellosis case definition changed on 1 July 2018 to include probable cases (PCR 

positive only), hence case counts cannot be validly compared to previous years. 
• Data cells in the ‘Adverse Event Following Immunisation’ category refer to suspected cases 

only. These reports are referred to the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) for 
assessment. Data on adverse events following immunisation is available online from the TGA 
Database of Adverse Event Notifications. 

• Chronic blood-borne virus conditions (such as HIV, hepatitis B and C) are not included here. 
Related data are available from the Infectious Diseases Data, the HIV Surveillance Data 
Reports and the Hepatitis B and C Strategies Data Reports webpages. 

• Notification is dependent on a diagnosis being made by a doctor, hospital or laboratory. 
Changes in awareness and testing patterns influence the proportion of patients with a 
particular infection that is diagnosed and notified over time, especially if the infection causes 
non-specific symptoms. 
 

http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/data/diseases/index.asp
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
http://www.tga.gov.au/safety/daen.htm
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/hepatitis/Pages/resources.aspx
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