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Communicable Diseases Weekly Report  

Week 47, 21 November to 27 November 2021 

In summary, we report: 

• Vibrio parahaemolyticus  

• Novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) 

• Summary of notifiable conditions activity in NSW 

For further information see NSW Health infectious diseases page. This includes links to other NSW 
Health infectious disease surveillance reports and a diseases data page for a range of notifiable 
infectious diseases. 

Vibrio parahaemolyticus 

There has recently been a national increase in people diagnosed with Vibrio parahaemolyticus, 
which has been linked to consumption of raw oysters originating from Coffin Bay, South Australia. In 
response, a multi-jurisdictional outbreak investigation (MJOI) was initiated by all Australian states 
and territories on 12 November 2021. As of 3 December 2021, there had been 28 Vibrio 
parahaemolyticus cases in NSW and 256 cases nationally under investigation. In NSW 26 of the 28 
cases have so far been interviewed of whom 23 (88.5%) reported oyster consumption. Further 
laboratory typing is underway to identify relatedness between these infections. 

Vibrio parahaemolyticus presents with watery diarrhoea, abdominal cramping, nausea, vomiting, 
fever, and headache. Symptoms are mostly mild to moderate but can be severe in 
immunocompromised people. It is usually acquired by eating raw or undercooked shellfish or 
drinking contaminated water. The typical incubation period for V.parahaemolyticus is approximately 
24 hours, but can vary from four to 96 hours. Illness usually lasts for three days but can range from 
eight hours to 12 days. V.parahaemolyticus does not typically spread person-to-person, but may do 
so through poor personal hygiene. 

Although V.parahaemolyticus infection is not currently a notifiable condition in NSW, an enhanced 
surveillance system was introduced during this outbreak to enable notification of positive 
V.parahaemolyticus results to public health authorities. The NSW Food Authority is working to trace 
back the origins of the oysters from any venues at which cases reported purchasing oysters.  

Several outbreak control measures have been implemented since the outbreak was first identified. 
On 16 November 2021, the oyster production areas of Coffin Bay were closed. A NSW public health 
alert regarding V. parahaemolyticus and oyster consumption was issued on 19 November 2021, in 
addition to a recall of Coffin Bay raw pacific oysters that occurred on the same day. A clinician alert 
was  circulated on 17 November 2021, recommending that patients presenting with gastrointestinal 
symptoms and a recent history of oyster consumption be tested for V.parahaemolyticus.  

Antibiotic treatment is not usually needed for V.parahaemolyticus infection, but antibiotic therapy 
may be indicated in cases with prolonged diarrhoea. Treatment for patients presenting with 
gastrointestinal illness is mainly  symptom management and supportive care. Any patient presenting 
with gastrointestinal illness should be advised to exclude themselves from work, school, or childcare 
and avoid preparing food or providing personal care for others for at least 48 hours after symptoms 
resolve.  

Follow the links to read further information about the national outbreak, the NSW public health alert 
regarding Vibrio parahaemolyticus and oyster consumption, and the recall of raw pacific oysters 
produced in Coffin Bay, South Australia. 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/reports/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/industry/FoodIncidents/Pages/Vibrio-parahaemolyticus-and-raw-Pacific-oysters.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20211119_01.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20211119_01.aspx
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/news/recalls/raw-pacific-oysters-produced-coffin-bay-sa
https://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/news/recalls/raw-pacific-oysters-produced-coffin-bay-sa
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Novel coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) 

For up-to-date information regarding the COVID-19 outbreak and the NSW response, please visit 
the NSW Health COVID-19 page. 

Summary of notifiable conditions activity in NSW 

The following table summarises notifiable conditions activity over the reporting period (Table 1).  

Table 1. NSW Notifiable conditions from 21 November – 27 November 2021, by date received*  

 

* Notes on Table 1: NSW Notifiable Conditions activity  

• Only conditions which had one or more case reports received during the reporting week 
appear in the table.  

• Due to the rapidly evolving nature of the situation, data on COVID-19 notifications can be 
found separately on the NSW Health Latest Updates on COVID-19 page. 

• Data cells represent the number of case reports received by NSW public health units and 
recorded on the NSW Notifiable Conditions Information Management System (NCIMS) in the 
relevant period (i.e. by report date).  

• Note that notifiable disease data available on the NSW Health website are reported by onset 
date so case totals are likely to vary from those shown here.  

• Cases involving interstate residents are not included.  

• The shigellosis case definition changed on 1 July 2018 to include probable cases (PCR 
positive only), hence case counts cannot be validly compared to previous years. 

• Chronic blood-borne virus conditions (such as HIV, hepatitis B and C) are not included here. 
Related data are available from the Infectious Diseases Data, the HIV Surveillance Data 
Reports and the Hepatitis B and C Strategies Data Reports webpages. 

• Notification is dependent on a diagnosis being made by a doctor, hospital or laboratory. 
Changes in awareness and testing patterns influence the proportion of patients with a 
particular infection that is diagnosed and notified over time, especially if the infection causes 
non-specific symptoms. 
 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/data/diseases/index.asp
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/covid-19-latest.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/hepatitis/Pages/resources.aspx

