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Communicable Diseases Weekly Report  

Week 50, 11 December to 17 December 2022 

In this report we provide information regarding Hepatitis A and a summary of notifiable conditions 
activity in NSW over the reporting period 50, 11 December to 17 December 2022 

Due to the rapidly evolving nature of the situation, data on COVID-19 notifications can be found 
separately on the NSW Health Latest Updates on COVID-19 page. 

For up-to-date information regarding the Japanese encephalitis outbreak and the NSW response, 
please visit the NSW Health Japanese encephalitis page. 

Information on notifiable conditions is available at the NSW Health infectious diseases page. This 
includes links to other NSW Health infectious disease surveillance reports and a diseases data page 
for a range of notifiable infectious diseases. 

Hepatitis A 

Two new case of hepatitis A infection was reported during this reporting week (Table 1). One was in 
an adult who acquired the infection in Lebanon. The other was an adult who acquired their infection 
in NSW through household contact with their sibling who had travelled to Lebanon, and was 
diagnosed with Hepatitis A three weeks prior.  

Hepatitis A is a viral infection of the liver. Symptoms include feeling unwell, lack of appetite, aches 
and pains, fever, nausea, and abdominal discomfort, followed by dark urine, pale stools and jaundice 
(yellowing of the skin and eyes). The illness usually lasts from one to three weeks. People who 
experience these symptoms are advised to see their GP. 

Infected people can transmit the virus to others from two weeks before the development of symptoms 
until one week after the appearance of jaundice. The virus is spread by the faecal-oral route, 
including through the consumption of contaminated food or water or by direct contact with an infected 
person. People diagnosed with hepatitis A should avoid preparing food or drink for other people, 
sharing utensils or towels, or having sex for at least one week after the onset of jaundice. 

There is no specific treatment for hepatitis A and people sometimes require hospitalisation for 
supportive care. A safe and effective vaccine is available and people exposed to hepatitis A can be 
protected from developing the disease if they receive the vaccine or protective antibodies within two 
weeks of exposure. 

Routine hepatitis A vaccination requires two doses spaced at least six months apart. This has been 
shown to provide high levels of protection against infection for many years. Hepatitis A vaccination 
is routinely recommended for people at higher risk of infection and those who are at increased risk 
of severe liver disease. These include travellers to countries where hepatitis A is common (most 
developing countries), some occupational groups, men who have sex with men, people with 
developmental disabilities and people with chronic liver disease.  

Follow the links for NSW Health hepatitis A notification data and the NSW Health hepatitis A 
fact sheet. 

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/covid-19-latest.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/environment/pests/vector/Pages/japanese-encephalitis.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/reports/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
file://///doh.health.nsw.gov.au/ns/HPNSWShare/CDB/CDWR%20Weekly%20Web%20Reports/2021/Week%2027/HAV%20draft.docx%23_HIV
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/pages/data.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Hepatitis_A.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Hepatitis_A.aspx
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Summary of notifiable conditions activity in NSW 

The following table summarises notifiable conditions activity over the reporting period alongside 
reports received in the previous week, year to date and in previous years (Table 1).  

Table 1. NSW Notifiable conditions from 11 December – 17 December 2022, by date received*  

 

* Notes on Table 1: NSW Notifiable Conditions activity  

• Only conditions which had one or more case reports received during the reporting week 
appear in the table.  

• Due to the rapidly evolving nature of the situation, data on COVID-19 notifications can be 
found separately on the NSW Health Latest Updates on COVID-19 page. 

• Data cells represent the number of case reports received by NSW public health units and 
recorded on the NSW Notifiable Conditions Information Management System (NCIMS) in the 
relevant period (i.e. by report date).  

• Note that notifiable disease data available on the NSW Health website are reported by onset 
date so case totals are likely to vary from those shown here.  

• Cases involving interstate residents are not included.  

• Chronic blood-borne virus conditions (such as HIV, hepatitis B and C) are not included here. 
Related data are available from the Infectious Diseases Data, the HIV Surveillance Data 
Reports and the Hepatitis B and C Strategies Data Reports webpages. 

• Notification is dependent on a diagnosis being made by a doctor, hospital or laboratory. 
Changes in awareness and testing patterns influence the proportion of patients with a 
particular infection that is diagnosed and notified over time, especially if the infection causes 
non-specific symptoms. 
 

http://www0.health.nsw.gov.au/data/diseases/index.asp
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/covid-19-latest.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/Pages/data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/hepatitis/Pages/resources.aspx

