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In Focus 

Measles 

The first report in the measles In Focus series, Measles in NSW – 1 January 2025 to 7 March 2026, provides 
detailed background on measles epidemiology, vaccination and surveillance methods. 

Overview 

The following analyses are for measles cases notified in NSW between 1 January and 25 April 2026. There were a 
total of 44 cases notified in this period.  

Place of acquisition 

Of the 44 cases of measles notified, 16 (36%) were classified as overseas acquired. The remaining 28 cases had not 
travelled out of Australia during their acquisition period and were classified as locally acquired.  

Among locally acquired cases, 18 (64%) were confirmed to be linked to a known case (local – known source) and, of 
these, 11 were linked to an overseas acquired case. The remaining 10 local cases had no known source at the time 
of reporting (local – source unknown) (Figure 2). Of the 16 overseas acquired cases, 13 (81%) had travelled to 
countries in Southeast Asia.  

Age  

The age range of cases was 0 to 66 years. One case was an infant under 12 months of age and 40 cases (91%) 
were adults aged 18 years and over.  

Clinical  

During the reporting period, 29 (66%) had presented to a hospital. Of those, 19 were admitted to hospital for at least 
one night.  

The majority of all cases (70%, n=31) reported typical measles symptoms including fever, and at least two of cough, 
coryza, or conjunctivitis, followed by a characteristic maculopapular rash. Gastrointestinal symptoms, in addition to 
other symptoms of measles, were reported by 14 cases (32%), of whom, 11 were adults.  

Among the 14 cases reporting gastrointestinal symptoms, 3 reported diarrhoea only, 7 reported diarrhoea with one or 
more other gastrointestinal symptoms, and 4 reported gastrointestinal symptoms with no diarrhoea.  

Clusters 

A measles cluster is defined as two or more cases with a confirmed epidemiological link. 

There have been 10 clusters identified in 2026. Eight of these clusters have been linked to 7 overseas acquired 
source cases, with one source case associated with a cluster of local transmission and also linked to several other 
cases on an inbound international flight.  

Transmission has been confirmed as occurring in hospitals (8 clusters), household settings (2 clusters), and public 
places (one cluster). Three clusters have involved transmission in more than one setting. The number of cases in 
clusters ranges from 2-6, with most clusters (n=7) involving only 2-3 cases.  

Eight of the 10 clusters are now considered closed with no known ongoing transmission, with more than two 
incubation periods (36 days) having passed since the last case in the cluster was infectious.   

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Documents/in-focus/measles-20250101-20260307.pdf
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Figure 1. Yearly notifications of measles by onset date, NSW, 1 January 2016 to 25 April 2026 

 

 

Figure 2. Monthly notifications of measles by place of acquisition, NSW, 1 January 2025 to 25 April 2026 

 

 

Note: Figure 2 and the text have been corrected to more accurately describe the place of acquisition for locally 
acquired cases (5 June 2026). 

  

 


