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 Outcomes 

Topic Decision/Description 

Terms of 
Reference 

Accepted 

PFAS in drinking 
water 

The panel noted a presentation on the history of PFAS testing in drinking water and ongoing 
testing and management for PFAS drinking water in NSW  
The Panel discussed: 
clarifying how PFAS has been used historically in firefighting, including that it does not have a 
role in bush fire management   

Current 
evidence of 
health risks 

The Panel noted a presentation on the health effects of PFAS exposure. 

The Panel discussed: 
 that there are genuine concerns in parts of the community about PFAS exposure
 the need for clear communication about the potential impact of PFAS exposure and

addressing areas of limited evidence and uncertainty
risk perception and the concern in parts of the community regarding the potential risk from 
PFAS being disproportionate to other known health risks. 
The Panel discussed: 

 the limitations of various study designs 
 the potential for both under and over ascertainment of risk
 the variable interpretations of study findings
 the uncertainty about the applicability of animal studies to human health
 the absence of a dose-response relationship between exposures levels and outcomes

in systematic reviews of the epidemiological literature
 the low body burden of PFAS at low exposure levels

the importance of kidney function as a confounder. 
Before the next meeting: 

 a subset of Panel members will review the fact sheets and supporting materials
available to the community and update as required. 

At next meeting, the Panel will: 
 review available information on the potential neurological effects of PFAS 

discuss how best to communicate with community regarding their concerns around PFAS
Role of blood 
testing 

The Panel noted a presentation on studies of blood levels in various communities and 
recommendations on blood testing in Australia and the USA. 
The panel had preliminary discussions on the role of blood testing. 
At the next meeting the Panel will: 
further consider the role of blood testing.  

Expert Panel 
Program 

The next meeting will focus on blood testing, treatments and communication. 
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