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Role of the Expert Advisory Panel 

Purpose 

The panel will provide advice on 

• the clinical utility of blood testing in communities with PFAS exposure;

• the role of epidemiological studies for health outcomes in these affected communities;

• how to communicate risks to these affected communities and health care providers in the context
of evolving evidence; and

• evidence of health effects, future priorities for research and investigation of PFAS.

Noting that future advice might change as evidence evolves, NSW Health may engage the panel on 
other emerging issues related to PFAS. 

The NSW Chief Health Officer will escalate issues or research priorities of national significance identified 
by the panel to the Australian Health Protection Committee.  

Current PFAS expert panel 

The Office of the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer chairs an existing NSW PFAS Expert panel with 
expertise from NSW Health, NSW Environment Protection Authority and the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development.  

The NSW Health Expert Advisory Panel on PFAS will support NSW Health’s engagement with the whole 
of government NSW PFAS Expert Panel.  

Governance 

Reports to NSW Chief Health Officer, Dr Kerry Chant 

Duration 

The expert panel will be convened initially for a 12-month period and reviewed after this time. 

Conflict of interest 

Members will be required to declare any potential conflicts of interest (real or perceived) upon joining 
(see PD2015_045). In addition, conflicts of interest will be addressed as an agenda item at the 
commencement of each meeting and recorded in the meeting minutes. 
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Confidentiality 

Information provided to members to inform their discussion is provided in confidence and is not to be 
disclosed to any third party without authorisation. 

Remuneration 

Panel members that are not employed through various public agencies will be provided sitting fees for 
this expert panel. 

Panel structure 

Chair  

Kerry Chant, Chief Health Officer 

Proposed membership 

Name Expertise Title 

Tracey O’Brien Oncology 
NSW Chief Cancer Officer and CEO Cancer 

Institute NSW 

Nicholas Buckley Toxicology 
Clinical Toxicologist, Royal Prince Alfred 

Hospital 

Alison Jones Toxicology 
Executive Director, Sunshine Coast Health 

Institute 

Shamasunder Acharya Endocrinology Clinical Director, John Hunter Hospital 

Gemma Figtree Cardiology 
Interventional Cardiologist, Royal North Shore 
Hospital 
and Professor (Medicine), University of Sydney 

Sharon Naismith 
Neurodegenerative 

disorders 
Professor, School of Psychology, University of 
Sydney 

Debra King Primary Care General Practitioner 

Tony Merritt Public Health 
Public Health Physician, Hunter New England 

Health Protection 

Mark Taylor NSW Health Pathology 
Supervising Pathologist, NSW Health 

Pathology Mass Spectrometry Service 

Martyn Kirk Epidemiology 
Professor, Head Department of Applied 

Epidemiology, Australian National University 

Tim Driscoll Epidemiology 
Professor, School of Public Health, University of 

Sydney 

Claire Hooker Risk Communications 

Associate Professor, Health and Medical 

Humanities, Sydney Heath Ethics, University of 

Sydney 

Observers 

Jeremy McAnulty Executive Director, Health Protection NSW 

Stephen Conaty Director, Environmental Health Branch 

Kishen Lachireddy Manager, Surveillance and Risk Unit 

Paul Byleveld Manager, Water Unit 
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Sam Daneshjoo Medical Advisor, Health Protection NSW 

Conor Cullen Executive Director, Strategic Communications and Engagement 

Melissa Devine Director, Customer Information, Strategic Communications and Engagement 

Amanda Robinson Acting Director, Nepean Blue Mountains Public Health Unit 

Secretariat  

Secretariat support will be provided by Health Protection NSW. 


