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Minutes 
 

Item Description Action 

1 Acknowledgement of Country, welcome, apologies and introductions 

2 

Actions from previous meeting (10 October 2025) 

All actions from the previous meeting have been resolved.  

The Water Industry Handbook – Councillors’ Executive Version 
published by DCCEEW (September 2024) mentions fluoridation 
as part of the ‘key regulatory requirements and expectations’ 
for local water utilities. A revised version (yet to be published) 
will provide more detail of regulatory and formal requirements 
related to fluoridation and the relevance to Councillors.  

 

Possible improvements to the Fluoridation Code of Practice 
Form 1 approval process have been identified.  

Additional discussions were held on Action point No 4: ‘NSW 
Health to consider options to ensure effective communication 
with consumers in case of long-term interruption to 
fluoridation’. 

The committee discussed a staged approach:  

1. Amend Conditions of Operation for targeted utilities 
where there is a concern.  

2. Add the condition to any new Conditions of Operation 
issued by NSW Health. 

3. Prepare a submission to propose amending the 
Regulation (planned for 2027) for a long-term measure 
applicable to all utilities. 

1. Water Unit to 
discuss with Committee 
Chair the wording of 
advice/ recommendation 
provided to water utilities 
on communicating 
interruptions. 

 

2. NSW Health to 
action Committee 
resolution on staged 
approach, starting with 
steps 1 and 2. 
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The Committee also agreed that Councils should publish 
fluoride results on their websites.   

4 

NSW Health – Water Unit update 

The Water Unit provided an update on progress of the Code of 
Practice review and the consultation process. 
 
Fluoride compliance data summary tables were presented for 
regional NSW and major utilities for 2020-2025. The data 
suggest that the current control measures and reporting 
requirements in the Code of Practice are effective. 

 

 

5 

Any other business 

Data on fluoridation status is provided by NSW Health Local 
Health Districts Oral Health Services to the Australian Dental 
Association (NSW) on an ad hoc basis. The Committee agreed 
that regular six-monthly updates would be beneficial. 

3. Committee Chair as 
Chief Dentist to put the 
request for six-monthly 
updates to LHD Oral 
Health Services 

The NHMRC will conduct an evidence review on the safety and 
efficacy of fluoridation. It is uncertain how long this process 
might take.  An update will be sought. 

4. NSW Health to 
provide update on 
NHMRC’s timeline at the 
next Committee meeting 

The Institute of Public Works Engineering Australasia (NSW and 
ACT) has commenced a new course on ‘Local Government Roles 
and Responsibilities in Public Works’ aimed primarily at local 
government engineers. The course covers a range of matters, 
including operation of a local water utility. There may be an 
opportunity to include fluoridation in the topics covered. 
 

5. NSW Health to 
approach IPWEA NSW and 
ACT to discuss adding 
fluoridation to the topics 
covered 

6 Next meeting 

 Next meeting will take place end of April/ beginning of May 
2026. 

6. NSW Health to 
propose dates for next 
meeting 

 


