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Scope of Practice 
Nurse Practitioners 
Purpose

The scope of practice of an individual nurse practitioner (NP) is that which they are educated, authorised and competent to perform
. An individual’s scope of practice is also determined by the employer’s requirement (position description) to perform their role. 
The NP role is predominantly clinical but also includes education, research and leadership as defined by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA)
 (Figure 1).  

Figure 1 – NMBA NP Standards for Practice 
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This document aligns governance and reporting requirements for NPs consistent with NSW Heath Policy NSW Health Nurse Practitioners
. It also aligns with The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality Health Care recommendations regarding defining scope of clinical practice
.  

This model scope of practice template is intended for NSW Health NPs and Transitional Nurse Practitioners (TNPs). The template can be adjusted for TNPs to reflect clinical supervision requirements and practice limitations. Appendix 1 provides suggested core TNP clinical activities. The model scope of practice has been developed by expert NSW Health NPs and aligned with NMBA requirements for NPs. 
Scope of Practice – Nurse Practitioner/Transitional Nurse Practitioner
	Name 
	

	Context of practice
	Location and Facility

	Clinical service

	

	Specialty practice area
	

	Operational aspects
	FTE hours, rostering, on-call arrangements 

	Metaspecialty


	☐ Chronic and Complex

☐ Mental Health   

☐ Child and Family Health
	☐ Emergency and Acute

☐ Primary Health

☐ Ageing and Palliative

	Core clinical practice 
	Clinical care includes (but not limited to):

· Comprehensive history taking and clinical assessments
· Medication safety (e.g., best possible medication history, medication review, medication reconciliation, stewardship)

· Diagnosis and differential diagnosis

· Symptom assessment and management

· Prescribing, medication orders, de-prescribing 

· Request and interpret diagnostic investigations

· Care coordination and planning

· Review therapies and management

· Procedures

· Collaboration with other health teams

· Advocacy, health promotion and education

· Referral to and from other health professionals

· Documentation

· Clinical supervision, mentorship, research & leadership

	Non-clinical arrangements
	10% (or greater) of rostered hours3

	Operational responsibility
	Clinical (e.g., Staff Specialist)
Line Manager (e.g., Nurse Manager)

	Professional responsibility
	Senior Nursing Manager (e.g., DONM)


	Diagnostic
	May sign out or authorise reports on diagnostic investigations requested by another practitioner
May request relevant diagnostic investigations 

	Prescribing
	May act as an advisor of a speciality service (e.g., palliative care) consistent with NSW Formulary conditions/requirements
Approved to prescribe Highly Specialised Drugs (HSDs)3
Additional Ministry of Health Approvals (e.g., Buprenorphine for OTAC) 

	Consulting 
	May be invited for consultation of patients treated by another practitioner or admitted patients 

	Expanded scope activities  
	Specific credentialing is required where it cannot be reasonably assumed the practitioner’s qualifications include the specific training and education 

E.g., Voluntary Assisted Dying, Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner, Retrieval service

	Outpatients
	May hold outpatient clinics or participate in multidisciplinary clinics taking final responsibility for the care of patients attending

	Admitting

	May admit patients under the practitioner’s own name or under a shared care arrangement. May accept transfer of care from another nominated practitioner.

	Research, evaluation, quality & safety
	Participates in research, evaluation, safety and quality projects, clinical trials and care delivery 

	Teaching and learning
	Attends and contributes to clinical teaching, study days, in-services, conferences, mentorship, supervision or other learning

	Performance review
	Annually and aligned with NP Standards for Practice

	Emergency treatment
	In an emergency, any health professional may provide any treatment immediately necessary to save the life of a patient or prevent serious injury to a patient’s health, whether or not such treatment is within their approved clinical scope of practice. NSW Health policy on clinical deterioration
 and consent and in emergency situations
 must be followed.

	Clinical escalation
	If a clinical situation arises that is outside the NP’s scope of practice or clinical expertise, the NP will consult with a senior clinician or senior medical officer (MO). The NP will work collaboratively to develop treatment plans, or handover care through referral to appropriate practitioners or health services.


The Nurse Practitioner Governance Committee agrees this scope of practice has been developed collaboratively and supports the practice for the named Nurse Practitioner.
	Scope of Practice granted for the period of (maximum five years):
	Start Date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	
	Finish Date
	DD/MM/YYYY


	Nurse Practitioner 

	Signature
	Date 

	Name

Position


	
	


	Clinical Lead/ Head of Department (Medical)

	Signature
	Date

	Name

Position


	
	


	Nurse Practitioner Governance Committee Chair


	Signature
	Date

	Name

Position


	
	


Nursing Executive acknowledgement 

	Facility Director of Nursing and Midwifery
	Signature
	Date

	Name
	
	

	Local Health District Director of Nursing and Midwifery
Signature                       Date


	Signature
	Date

	Name
	
	


Appendix 1: Modified TNP core clinical practice  
	TNP Core clinical practice


	All practice is supervised by a responsible practitioner (NP or MO)  
Clinical care includes (but not limited to):

· Comprehensive history taking and clinical assessments
· Medication safety (e.g., best possible medication history, medication review, medication reconciliation, stewardship)

· Provisional diagnosis and differential diagnosis

· Symptom assessment and management

· Uses approved medication standing orders and/or protocols
· Request and interpret diagnostic investigations

· Care coordination and planning

· Review therapies and management

· Procedures

· Collaboration with other health teams

· Advocacy, health promotion and education

· Referral to and from other health professionals (external referrals from supervising practitioner)
· Documentation

· Clinical supervision, mentorship, research & leadership


Appendix 2: Voluntary Assisted Dying 
The following statement can be inserted into the Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice (where applicable):

Nurse Practitioner (Insert Name) has been approved by the Ministry of Health as an authorised voluntary assisted dying administering practitioner as described by the NSW Voluntary Assisted Dying Act 2022 (the Act).  This aspect of the NP’s role has been endorsed and supported by (Insert/delete as appropriate Local Health District/ Specialty Network).  It is the responsibility of (Insert Name) to ensure they meet all eligibility criteria of the Act before acting as an administering practitioner for a patient. 

These services may be provided within an existing NP model of care, or where supported, in any hospital, home, residential facility, or health entity in which the patient resides. The Nurse Practitioner is protected under legislation if they act in accordance with the Act. 

� � HYPERLINK "https://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/Codes-Guidelines-Statements/Codes-Guidelines/Safety-and-quality-guidelines-for-nurse-practitioners.aspx" ��Safety and quality guidelines for nurse practitioners�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.nursingmidwiferyboard.gov.au/Codes-Guidelines-Statements/Professional-standards/nurse-practitioner-standards-of-practice.aspx" ��Nurse practitioner standards for practice - Effective from 1 March 2021�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/Pages/doc.aspx?dn=PD2022_057" ��NSW Health Nurse Practitioners�


� ACSQHC � HYPERLINK "https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/credentialing-health-practitioners-and-defining-their-scope-clinical-practice-guide-managers-and-practitioners" ��Credentialing health practitioners and defining their scope of clinical practice: A guide for managers and practitioners�


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/services/Pages/role-delineation-of-clinical-services.aspx"��Guide to the Role Delineation of Clinical Services (2024)�


� �HYPERLINK "https://nswhealth.sharepoint.com/sites/NPAG-HSSG-ScopeofPracticeTemplateReview/Shared Documents/Scope of Practice Template Review/Gardner A, Helms C, Gardner G, Coyer F, Gosby H. Development of nurse practitioner metaspecialty clinical practice standards: A national sequential mixed methods study. Journal of Advanced Nursing. 2021 Mar;77(3):1453-64."��Metaspecialties�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/PD2017_015.pdf" ��NSW Health Admission Policy� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/Pages/doc.aspx?dn=PD2020_018" ��Recognition and management of patients who are deteriorating�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/policies/manuals/Pages/consent-manual.aspx" ��Consent in emergency situations� 
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