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Disruption to supply — multiple antibiotic oral liquids

Situation

There is a current disruption to the supply of multiple antibiotic oral liquids in Australia
due to manufacturing issues and unexpected increases in consumer demand. The
antibiotic oral liquids affected include amoxicillin, amoxicillin plus clavulanic acid,
cefalexin, flucloxacillin, metronidazole and phenoxymethylpenicillin.

Background

Antibiotic oral liquids are used as an alternative to tablets or
infections caused by susceptible bacteria particularly in pae
patients with enteral feeding tubes or swallowing difficulties.
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Assessment
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Recommendations
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record and ensure that this is handed over appropriately especially at transitions
of care. Provide written information to patients including dosing and preparation
instructions (if required).

e Establish regular liaison between microbiology and pharmacy departments to
discuss local stock situation and to help inform antibiotic susceptibility testing
and reporting.

Required actions for the Local Health Districts/Networks

1. Distribute this Safety Notice to all relevant clinicians and clinical departments
where antibiotic oral liquids are held, prescribed, and administered, and include
this Safety Notice in relevant handovers and safety huddles.

2. Undertake a local risk assessment and incorporate the above recommendations

to manage the disruption of supply of antibiotic oral liquids

3. Ensure a system is in place to document actions taken in response to this Safety

Notice.

4. Confirm receipt and distribution of this Safety Notice within 72 hours to:

CEC-MedicationSafety@health.nsw.gov.au

This Safety Notice is current at the issue date. Printed copies are uncontrolled.
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Made obsolete February 2025 - disruption to supply has been resolved.
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