OFFICIAL: Sensitive — NSW Government

NSW Health
Suspected Botulism following Cosmetic A
Injections JSW

A\ SAFETY ALERT 001/25

Issue date:  24/01/2025

Content reviewed by: Health Protection NSW

Distributed to: Chief Executives; Directors of Clinical Governad€g; Di , Regulatiomyand
Compliance Unit

KEY MESSAGE: Consider botulism in patients presentin

progressive w ess or paralysis,
especially if associated with recent ¢ j

tic inj ons

ACTION REQUIRED BY: ~ Clinicians

REQUIRED ACTION: e Enquire if the patient has had any c ici tions recently

e If botulism is suspe ecialist Service for High
Consequence Infectio
300, to discus

We recommend
you also inform:
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Situation
e Arecent case of suspected iatrogenic botulism has been reported following unregulated
cosmetic injections.
e The case required botulinum antitoxin (BAT) and ventilatory support in the
(ICU).
e Thereis potential for additional cases due to unregulated activities.

Suspected Botulism following Cosmetic Injections

nsive Care Unit

Background

e Botulismis arare but serious illness caused by toxins produ
can result in flaccid paralysis and requires prompt recogni

e latrogenic botulism occurs when botulinum toxinis a i uch as through
unregulated cosmetic injections.

e Early treatment with botulism antitoxin (BA
support if necessary, can be critical fe
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o Consider botulism in patients presenting with progressive weakness or paralysis, particularly
if cranial nerve involvement is suspected.

e Assess whether the patient has received recent cosmetic injections, especially in unregulated
settings.

e If concerned a patient has botulism, contact the NSW Specialist Service for High
Consequence Infectious Diseases, available 24 hours on 1800 424 300, to discuss clinical
findings and assess the need for botulism antitoxin (BAT)
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