


Who we are 

• Aboriginal Health & Medical Research Council 
of NSW (AH&MRC) 
 

• NSW Sexually Transmissible Infections Unit 
(STIPU)  
 

• Naya Ngarra Productions 



Aim 
To empower Aboriginal young 
people (15-29 years) in NSW to 
make informed decisions around 
their sexual health. 
 
Campaign  
• Based on effectiveness of arts 

based campaigns in engaging 
young Aboriginal people. 

• Tone – sex positive, inclusive, 
fun, and culturally appropriate 

• Uses comedy to overcome the 
shame and stigma around 
sexual health. 



Team:  
• Led by AH&MRC and NSW STIPU 

Unit  
• Delivered by Aboriginal media 

agency, Naya Ngarra  
• Overseen by an Aboriginal 

Governance Group with 
representatives from AMSs and 
LHDs across NSW 

• Reports into the NSW Aboriginal 
Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Program Implementation and 
Governance Committee 

• Consultation undertaken with 
Aboriginal young people 

• Campaign ambassadors - Stephen 
Oliver,  Elizabeth Wymarra and Bjorn 
Stewart (Black Comedy) 
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Media and  
social media 

• Social Media: 
o Channels selected 
o Content pillars 
o Moderation 

• Media: 
o NITV 
o Media Releases 
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Evaluation 
“This mob are funny” 

 
 
Over 850,000 people were reached 
across the campaign components:  
• 749,936 people through social 

media 
• 98,400 people through TV 

advertisements 
• 3,430 via the Play Safe website 
• 1,773 young people across six 

Aboriginal events 
• 224 young people attended eight 

workshops 
• At least 4000 condoms distributed 

 
 

 



“They explain it better than how they do at school. 
With this excursion we got taught heaps.” 

Nowra high school student 

 Overall the workshop evaluations showed: 
• 38% increase in sexual health knowledge 
• 58% increase in intentions to carry condoms, use condoms, 

get tested for STIs and talk to partners and GPs about STIs 
 

“I believe the young people engaged well and enjoyed the 
program. From observation, the young people looked like they 
really enjoyed the comedy skits and the games selection. It was 
a great strategy, education through comedy and games.” 
Aboriginal Youth Health Worker, Central Coast.  
 



Success Factors 
• AH&MRC & STIPU drew on many years of experience in 

delivering state wide campaigns 
• Use of Aboriginal media company, that has credibility with  

Aboriginal young people, understands their interests & can 
engage them 

• Not a ‘one size fits all’ approach / flexible delivery of 
workshops and activations including educational component 

• Focus test activities & delivered by Aboriginal Sexual Health 
Workers where possible 

• Aboriginal Governance / Engagement / Protocols 
• Meaningful Local Partnerships, high level of input from 

Aboriginal Sexual Health Workers 
• Use of social media, and high profile Aboriginal ambassadors 

 



Take Blaktion: phase 2 

• 4 new Aboriginal comic ambassadors 
• Only social media component 
• Workshop guide and activation guide will be 

available for local use 



THANK-YOU 
 
Take Blaktion Governance Group: Annette Slater, Stacey Donovan, Natalie Beckett, Jess Rees, Doli 
Ufi, Kevin Heath, Darren Braun, Kaylie Harrison, Mafi Kailahi, Sallie Cairnduff 
AH&MRC  
Naya Ngarra team 
NSW Ministry of Health 
Sexual Health Infolink 
SES HARP Unit, Media and Comms Team and Senior Management 
LHD HARP Units 
Orange and Dubbo Sexual Health Centre Managers and Staff 
NSW Aboriginal Sexual and Reproductive Health Program Implementation and Governance 
Committee 
STIPU 
Family Planning NSW 
Tiny Hunter  
Steven Oliver and Elizabeth Wymarra 



For more information 

 

 

Please contact:  
 
 
 

Sallie Cairnduff 
Public Health Manager, AH&MRC 
Email: Kbharrison@ahmrc.org.au        
Phone: 02 9212 4777 

 

Gemma Hearnshaw 
Health Promotion Programs Manager | NSW STI Programs Unit 
Email: Gemma.Hearnshaw@health.nsw.gov.au   
Phone: 02 9382 7528 
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