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Infectious Disease Notifications
in NSW

Infectious Disease Notifications in NSW
Disease notifications by Local Health Network Service of residence, NSW, 2010 (based on onset of illnessa)
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Adverse event after immunisation 1.6 1.3 9.5 3.1 4.1 0.0 7.2 2.9 1.6 0.3 2.8 1.0 3.5 2.2 2.2

Anthrax 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Arboviral infection 4.6 22.7 97.8 29.4 13.7 42.1 74.6 13.0 7.1 77.4 6.8 3.1 43.0 3.3 84.6

    Barmah Forest virusb 0.2 4.1 9.5 5.6 3.4 19.4 3.4 0.3 0.1 25.3 0.0 0.1 10.5 0.2 7.8

    Ross River virusb 1.6 13.9 88.3 21.8 4.7 20.3 70.8 12.2 2.0 47.3 1.1 1.8 30.5 2.3 76.1

    Otherb 2.8 4.7 0.0 2.1 5.7 2.4 0.3 0.6 4.9 4.7 5.8 1.2 2.0 0.7 0.7

Blood lead level >= 15ug/dLb 1.8 1.0 22.1 2.4 0.5 0.0 21.6 2.0 0.5 1.0 1.0 1.7 2.0 1.2 20.4

Botulism 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Brucellosisb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Chancroidb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Chlamydia trachomatis infection 300.3 279.5 290.2 318.9 261.3 215.6 236.6 218.8 163.4 287.2 363.0 165.9 205.5 181.5 285.0

    Congenital chlamydiab 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.8 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.4 1.0 0.5 0.6 1.1

    Chlamydia - otherb 300.3 279.2 290.2 318.4 260.5 215.1 235.6 218.5 163.3 286.9 362.6 164.9 205.0 180.9 283.9

Cholerab 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Creutzfeldt-Jakob diseaseb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0

Cryptosporidiosisb 6.0 5.1 3.2 5.7 1.3 6.6 6.2 5.2 6.7 6.4 4.0 2.4 4.0 3.9 7.4

Food-borne illness (NOS)f 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Gastroenteritis (institutional) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Giardiasisb 38.5 29.7 18.9 28.2 24.1 18.9 31.1 33.0 42.3 6.8 57.3 20.3 19.0 24.9 40.1

Gonorrhoeab 86.9 16.7 12.6 21.2 10.9 14.2 4.8 13.0 22.2 16.2 94.8 21.7 4.5 17.3 2.2

H.influenzae type bb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.4

Haemolytic uraemic syndrome 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0

Hepatitis Ab 1.8 0.3 3.2 0.7 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.3 1.0 1.4 1.3 0.8 0.5 3.4 0.7

Hepatitis B 66.3 6.0 12.6 8.0 11.9 11.4 10.6 16.8 26.9 4.4 48.6 54.9 9.0 67.9 14.1

    Hepatitis B: acute viralb 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 0.5 1.4 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.9 0.5 0.2 1.5

    Hepatitis B: otherb 65.9 6.0 12.6 7.8 11.4 10.9 9.2 16.5 26.5 4.4 48.5 54.0 8.5 67.7 12.6

Hepatitis C 61.4 48.3 37.9 37.6 44.1 50.1 42.7 40.6 20.4 70.9 47.1 51.7 53.0 33.5 56.1

    Hepatitis C: acute viralb 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.3 0.5 1.7 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.5 2.0 0.0 3.0

    Hepatitis C: otherb 61.0 48.0 37.9 37.1 43.8 49.6 41.0 40.3 20.4 70.6 46.7 51.2 51.0 33.5 53.1

Hepatitis Db 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4

Hepatitis Eb 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0

Influenza 9.4 8.5 6.4 15.1 24.9 23.2 29.7 36.3 17.6 29.6 23.7 14.7 27.5 32.3 26.0

    Influenza-Type Ab 7.5 8.2 3.2 14.0 23.8 22.7 29.4 32.5 15.7 27.0 18.9 13.0 24.0 27.5 22.6

    Influenza-Type Bb 1.9 0.3 3.2 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.0 3.2 1.7 2.0 3.8 1.5 2.5 3.2 1.9

    Influenza-Type A&Bb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 1.0 0.1 0.5 1.5 1.5

    Influenza-Type NOSb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.0

Legionellosis 1.1 0.9 0.0 1.3 3.1 0.5 0.7 3.0 1.1 0.0 0.7 0.7 2.0 1.6 0.8

    L. longbeachaeb 0.2 0.6 0.0 0.3 3.1 0.5 0.0 1.5 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.2 2.0 0.6 0.4

    L. pneumophilab 0.5 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.7 1.5 0.5 0.0 0.6 0.5 0.0 0.9 0.0

    Legionnaires' disease other 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.4

Leprosy 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Leptospirosisb 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.1 2.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4

Listeriosisb 0.2 0.3 3.2 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.7 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.2 0.4
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Lymphogranuloma venereum (LGV)b 3.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 3.2 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0

Malaria* 3.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 2.3 0.5 1.4 0.6 2.0 2.4 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.8 0.0

Measles* 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.5 4.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Meningococcal disease 0.6 3.1 0.0 1.4 2.2 2.4 0.3 1.5 0.2 0.3 0.6 1.1 0.5 0.5 1.9

    Meningococcal disease - Type Bb 0.2 2.5 0.0 0.9 1.3 1.9 0.0 1.5 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.8 0.5 0.5 1.1

    Meningococcal disease - Type Cb 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

    Meningococcal disease - Type W135b 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4

    Meningococcal disease - Type Yb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

    Meningococcal disease - other 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4

Meningococcal-conjunctivitis 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0

Mumpsb 1.2 0.6 0.0 0.3 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.6 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0

Pertussis 118.8 60.3 343.9 87.6 138.5 69.5 190.2 128.4 195.3 72.0 141.4 105.3 238.5 122.0 149.6

Pneumococcal disease (invasive)b 6.0 6.0 3.2 7.2 6.7 3.3 5.8 7.8 7.4 7.4 9.0 6.1 7.5 5.2 10.0

Psittacosisb 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0

Q feverb 0.4 1.3 3.2 5.1 3.4 2.4 0.7 0.6 0.1 7.4 0.1 0.9 2.0 0.4 4.5

Rotavirusb 20.3 13.6 3.2 18.8 17.1 9.5 9.2 24.6 24.0 19.9 20.9 9.9 9.0 16.2 7.1

Rubellab 0.4 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

Salmonella infectionb,d 57.1 54.6 31.6 43.0 36.5 51.5 58.5 53.6 56.7 76.7 54.7 50.9 35.0 48.4 36.4

Shigellosisb 3.3 0.6 0.0 0.8 1.6 0.5 0.7 0.3 1.7 2.4 3.8 1.2 1.5 0.9 0.4

Syphilis 32.9 7.9 22.1 3.7 6.3 4.3 2.4 1.8 4.4 2.7 27.6 8.1 2.5 3.4 9.6

    Infectious syphilisb,c 21.7 1.9 3.2 1.4 0.3 0.5 1.4 1.2 3.4 0.3 20.8 1.4 0.5 1.2 2.2

    Syphilis - otherb 11.2 6.0 18.9 2.3 6.0 3.8 1.0 0.6 1.0 2.4 6.8 6.7 2.0 2.2 7.4

Tetanus 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Tuberculosisb 14.0 1.0 0.0 0.8 2.3 1.4 0.7 3.5 4.0 1.4 9.7 4.8 1.0 10.2 1.5

Typhoidb 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.8 0.6 0.0 1.0 0.0

Verotoxin - producing Escherichia coli 
infectionsb 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

a Year of onset: the earlier of patient reported onset date, specimen date or date of notification. b Laboratory-confirmed cases only. c Includes syphilis primary, syphilis 
secondary, syphilis < 1 y duration and syphilis newly acquired. d Includes all paratyphoid cases. e Local Health Network Service into the gepgraphical region covered by 
their district postcode of residence. f Includes cases with unknown LHN. NOS: not otherwise specified. 
No case of the following diseases have been notified since 1991: Plague, Diphtheria, Granuloma Inguinale, Lyssavirus, Poliomyelitis,  
Rabies, Smallpox, Typhusb, Viral Haemorrhagic Fever, Yellow Fever. 
2010 influenza data: cases reported to PHUs; contain 50 laboratory notifications from either interstate residents or overseas. 
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Selected Data for the Year Ended June 2011 Part 11,2,10

lOCal HealTH NeTWOrk SeparaTIONS plaNNeD 
 Sep %

SaMe Day  
Sep %

TOTal  
beD DayS 

average 
leNgTH OF STay 

(aCuTe)3, 6

DaIly  
average OF 
INpaTIeNTS4

Justice Health Service 308 77.9 9.1 22,212 66.8 61

Sydney Children's Hospitals Network 46,989 53.6 47.2 153,603 3.3 421

St Vincent's Health Network 40,573 52.3 52.5 177,726 3.5 487

Sydney LHN 138,970 48.0 43.0 593,670 4.0 1,626

South Western Sydney LHN 185,079 39.3 43.5 686,705 3.4 1,881

South Eastern Sydney LHN 153,817 44.2 41.8 639,022 3.6 1,751

Illawarra Shoalhaven LHN 95,902 33.4 46.3 378,485 3.3 1,037

Western Sydney LHN 146,631 40.4 43.9 579,592 3.4 1,588

Nepean Blue Mountains LHN 66,730 35.9 36.8 247,261 3.4 677

Northern Sydney LHN 119,075 35.2 34.6 596,076 4.4 1,633

Central Coast LHN 75,144 42.3 42.4 292,656 3.6 802

Hunter New England LHN 201,403 43.8 41.4 784,549 3.6 2,149

Northern NSW LHN 96,342 45.8 46.7 311,089 2.9 852

Mid North Coast LHN 65,707 44.3 47.8 230,735 3.2 632

Southern NSW LHN 45,367 38.6 46.7 152,113 2.6 417

Murrumbidgee LHN 61,452 31.2 42.5 222,013 2.7 608

Western NSW LHN 82,143 40.2 44.2 288,734 2.8 791

Far West LHN 7,940 50.0 52.5 33,230 3.0 91

Total NSW 1,629,572 41.6 43.1 6,389,471 3.5 17,505

2009–10 Total 1,598,991 41.6 43.2 6,429,314 3.6 17,615

Percentage change (%)9 1.9 0.0 -0.1 -0.6 -3.4 -0.6

2008–09 Total 1,555,480 41.4 42.6 6,368,298 3.7 17,447

2007–08 Total 1,527,382 41.1 42.0 6,417,358 3.7 17,534

2006–07 Total 1,523,369 40.2 42.4 6,310,334 3.6 17,289

2005–06 Total 1,481,632 40.1 42.6 6,205,835 3.6 17,002

2004–05 Total 1,415,422 41.0 42.0 6,212,216 3.5 17,020

2003–04 Total 1,387,944 40.6 41.5 6,231,213 3.6 17,025

2002–03 Total 1,365,042 33.0 41.4 5,984,960 3.5 16,397

2001–02 Total 1,336,147 39.4 40.4 5,887,535 3.5 16,130

1 Health Information Exchange (HIE) data were used. The number of separations include care type changes. 2 Activity includes services contracted to private sector.  
Data extracted on 29/8/2011. 3 Acute average length of stay = (Acute bed days/Acute separations). 4 Daily average of inpatients = Total Bed Days/365. 5 Bed occupancy 
rate is based on June data only. Facilities with peer groups other than A1a to C2 are excluded. The following bed types are excluded from all occupancy rate calculations: 
emergency departments, delivery suites, operating theatres, hospital in the home, recovery wards, residential aged care, community residential and respite activity. 
Unqualified baby bed days were included from 2002-03. 6 Acute activity is defined by a service category of acute or newborn. 7 Includes services contracted to the private 
sector. Source: Webnap and webDOHRS extracted on 30/09/2011. 8 Source: HIE, Webnap and webDOHRS extracted on 30/09/2011. Pathology and radiology services 
performed in emergency departments have been excluded since 2004-05. 9 Planned separations, same day separations and occupancy rates are percentage point variance 
from 2009-10. 10 As Albury Base Hospital transferred on 1 July 2009 to the integrated Albury-Wodonga Health Service managed by Victoria, caution is required when 
comparing NSW State numbers to previous years.

Public Hospital
Activity levels
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Selected Data for the year ended June 2011 Part 21,2,10

lOCal HealTH NeTWOrk OCCupaNCy 
raTe5 JuNe 10

aCuTe beD  
DayS6

aCuTe 
OverNIgHT beD 

DayS6

NON-aDMITTeD 
paTIeNT 

ServICeS7

eMergeNCy 
DepT. 

aTTeNDaNCeS8

Justice Health Service n/a  19,706 19,678 3,549,833 n/a

Sydney Children's Hospitals Network 94.0  153,532 131,359 953,173 85,258

St Vincent's Health Network 102.3  134,327 113,073 599,680 41,618

Sydney LHN 89.5  545,247 485,495 1,960,043 143,469

South Western Sydney LHN 97.7  607,502 528,588 2,193,682 222,771

South Eastern Sydney LHN 96.4  513,961 455,174 3,122,842 186,065

Illawarra Shoalhaven LHN 97.6  304,097 259,812 1,272,225 136,851

Western Sydney LHN 91.7  484,252 420,732 2,024,561 145,207

Nepean Blue Mountains LHN 75.2  218,184 193,659 663,182 103,604

Northern Sydney LHN 87.0  502,810 462,961 2,094,339 163,809

Central Coast LHN 92.2  258,658 226,868 821,382 109,472

Hunter New England LHN 79.8  704,721 621,373 2,603,455 377,699

Northern NSW LHN 94.4  275,619 230,680 1,140,783 188,625

Mid North Coast LHN 94.5  207,690 176,341 649,081 116,556

Southern NSW LHN 77.0  111,260 90,111 541,953 109,979

Murrumbidgee LHN 72.6  158,060 132,006 833,978 118,636

Western NSW LHN 77.5  226,477 190,265 1,099,773 205,242

Far West LHN 66.1  23,210 19,044 178,092 31,165

Total NSW 89.1  5,449,313 4,757,219 26,302,057 2,486,026

2009–10 Total 88.3  5,549,809 4,869,508 26,291,232 2,442,982

Percentage change (%)9 0.8 -1.8 -2.3 0.0 1.8

2008–09 Total 87.4 5,523,318 4,874,799 27,808,772 2,416,774

2007–08 Total 85.1  5,506,019 4,872,016 27,426,053 2,417,818

2006–07 Total 86.2 5,363,709 4,733,362 26,695,722 2,303,728

2005–06 Total 90.1 5,196,691 4,565,262 26,559,354 2,195,115

2004–05 Total 90.8 4,658,364 4,087,072 24,540,781 2,004,107

2003–04 Total 91.4 4,661,011 4,110,036 24,836,029 1,999,189

2002–03 Total 91.7 4,473,146 3,928,070 24,194,817 2,005,233

2001–02 Total 97.1 4,395,481 3,874,228 22,629,220 2,003,438

1 Health Information Exchange (HIE) data were used. The number of separations include care type changes. 2 Activity includes services contracted to private sector.  
Data extracted on 29/8/2011. 3 Acute average length of stay = (Acute bed days/Acute separations). 4 Daily average of inpatients = Total Bed Days/365.  
5 Bed occupancy rate is based on June data only. Facilities with peer groups other than A1a to C2 are excluded. The following bed types are excluded from all occupancy 
rate calculations: emergency departments, delivery suites, operating theatres, hospital in the home, recovery wards, residential aged care, community residential and 
respite activity. Unqualified baby bed days were included from 2002-03. 6 Acute activity is defined by a service category of acute or newborn. 7 Includes services 
contracted to the private sector. Source: Webnap and webDOHRS extracted on 30/09/2011. 8. Source: HIE, Webnap and webDOHRS extracted on 30/09/2011. Pathology 
and radiology services performed in emergency departments have been excluded since 2004-05. 9 Planned separations, same day separations and occupancy rates are 
percentage point variance from 2009-10. 10 As Albury Base Hospital transferred on 1 July 2009 to the integrated Albury-Wodonga Health Service managed by Victoria, 
caution is required when comparing NSW State numbers to previous years.     
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Average available beds1, June 20112

lOCal HealTH NeTWOrk/ 
SpeCIalTy HealTH NeTWOrk

HOSpITal beDS

OTHer beDS4 TreaTMeNT SpaCeS5

beDS avaIlable FOr 
aDMISSION FrOM 

eMergeNCy 
DeparTMeNT3 OTHer HOSpITal beDS

Sydney Children's Hospitals Network 356 66 – 21 

St Vincent's Health Network 320 148 – 29 

Sydney LHN 1,246 453 – 244 

South Western Sydney LHN 1,336 458 152 358 

South Eastern Sydney LHN 1,190 511 127 282 

Illawarra Shoalhaven LHN 736 243 4 164 

Western Sydney LHN 1,039 548 131 325 

Nepean Blue Mountains LHN6 523 286 113 196 

Northern Sydney LHN 1,142 502 170 232 

Central Coast LHN 683 104 38 144 

Hunter New England LHN 1,770 831 360 549 

Northern NSW LHN 657 191 71 195 

Mid North Coast LHN 438 138 21 139 

Southern NSW LHN 375 134 93 128 

Murrumbidgee LHN 690 151 440 212 

Western NSW LHN 712 287 457 341 

Far West LHN 97 19 24 38 

Justice Health 188 149 – 1 

Total NSW7 13,496 5,220 2,199 3,598 

2009–10 Total8 13,452 5,117 2,295 3,566 

2008–09 Total 13,254 5,074 2,297 3,558 

2007–08 Total 13,468 5,055 2,264 3,503 

1 Source: NSW Health bed reporting system. 2 Results are reported as average for the month of June, being the last month of each financial year. During the course of a 
year, average available bed numbers vary from month to month, depending on the underlying activity. 3 These beds are the categories of beds that are usually required for 
admission from the emergency department. 4 Other Beds include Hospital in the Home and Residential/Community Aged Care & Respite beds. 5 Treatment Spaces include 
Same Day Therapy/Dialysis, Emergency Departments, Operating Theatre/Recovery, Delivery Suites, Bassinets and Transit Lounges. 6 Beds for Hawkesbury District Health 
Service have been included to reflect contractual arrangements for the treatment of public patients in that facility. 7 Totals exclude Albury Base Hospital (managed by 
Victoria as part of the integrated Albury-Wodonga Health Service since 1 July 2009) from all years to enable more accurate comparisons. 8 Historical information can only 
be provided for three previous years as the granularity of bed type data for years prior to 2007-08 is not sufficient to enable reporting under the four categories of beds 
presented in this table.
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Private Hospital
Activity levels
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In accordance with Section 108 of the NSW Mental Health 
Act (2007) this report details mental health activities for 
2010-11 in relation to:

(a)  achievements during the reporting period in mental 
health service performance

(b) data relating to the utilisation of mental health resources.

This section of the Annual Report has been revised from the 
previous report (2009-10) to reflect the formation of Local 
Health Networks (LHNs) that came into force from January 
2011. Preceding reports (Annual Reports 2004-05 to 
2009–10) with Area Health Service (AHS) data are available 
on the NSW Health Department website.

Total Beds and Activity
In 2010-11 there were 2,762 funded mental health beds in 
NSW, an increase of almost 5% (126 beds) from 2,636 in 
2009-10. In 2010-11 the average availability of funded bed 
across NSW was 93% (range 2001–02 to 2009–10: 94% to 
98%) and average occupancy of available beds was 85% 
(range 2001–02 to 2009–10: 87% to 91%).

Performance Indicators
This report includes indicators only for services directly 
funded through the Mental Health program. National reports 
on mental health also include data from a small number of 
services funded by other funding programs (e.g. Primary 
Care, Rehabilitation and Aged Care). Therefore the numbers 
reported here may differ from those in national reports (e.g. 
Report on Government Services, Mental Health Services in 
Australia, National Mental Health Report). 

Acute and Non-Acute Inpatient Care

Mental health inpatient services provide care under  
two main care types - acute care and non-acute care.  
The next two tables show service utilisation for these  
care types since 2001–02.

Mental Health Act Section 108

FuNDeD beDS 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Funded Beds at 30 June 1,922 2,004 2,107 2,157 2,219 2,314 2,360 2,491 2,636 2,762

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 82 185 235 297 392 438 569 714 840

average avaIlabIlITy 
(Full year)

2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Average Available beds 1,845 1,899 1,985 2,075 2,153 2,261 2,283 2,396 2,475 2,576

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 54 140 230 308 416 438 551 630 731

Average Availability (%) of 
funded beds of funded beds

- 95% 94% 96% 97% 98% 97% 96% 94% 93%

average OCCupaNCy 
(Full year)

2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Average Occupied beds 1,621 1,702 1,773 1,847 1,912 2,056 2,059 2,120 2,163 2,198

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 81 152 226 291 435 438 499 542 577

Average Occupancy (%) of 
available beds

- 90% 89% 89% 89% 91% 90% 88% 87% 85%

Note: In the tables above, average available beds may be less than funded beds due to (i) definitional differences regarding non-acute Child And Adolescent Mental Health  
Service (CAHMS) beds which operate during the week and school terms; (ii) commissioning periods between the completion of construction and full operation of new units/beds; 
(iii) temporary closures due to renovation or operational reasons; and (iv) data reporting issues. Average occupancy is calculated as average occupied beds divided by average 
available beds.
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Mental Health Acute Inpatient Care (Separations from Overnight Stays)
aCuTe INpaTIeNT Care 2001- 02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Acute Overnight Separations 22,514 22,843 24,759 25,182 27,815 29,297 29,251 29,784 29,016 29,829

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 329 2,245 2,668 5,301 6,783 6,737 7,270 6,502 7,315

Increase (%) since  
30 June 2002

- 1% 10% 12% 24% 30% 30% 32% 29% 32%

Source: NSW Health, Health Information Exchange (HIE).

Interpretation

Over the past 10 years there has been an increase each 
year in mental health bed numbers and overnight acute 
separations. Acute funded beds and acute overnight 
separations each increased by 2.8% from 2009-10 to 
2010-11 (increase from 2009-10 to 2010-11: acute beds 
1,618 to 1,664; acute overnight separations 29,016 to 
29,829).

In 2010-11 the LHNs which saw an increase in acute bed 
numbers were Illawarra Shoalhaven LHN (CAMHS beds in 
Shellharbour hospital and Psychiatric Emergency Care 

Centre (PECC) beds in Wollongong hospital); Northern 
Sydney LHN (PECC beds in Royal North Shore hospital); 
Southern NSW LHN (adult acute beds in Bega) and 
Western NSW LHN (CAMHS and other acute beds in 
Orange Health Service).

Some of the additional beds funded in 2010-11 were not 
fully built and operational at the end of the reporting 
period. More detailed information on acute funded bed 
operations and availability is provided in Public Hospital 
Activity Table - Mental Health and associated footnotes.
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Mental Health Non-Acute Inpatient Care - Occupied Bed-days
NON-aCuTe  
INpaTIeNT Care 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Non-acute Overnight OBDs 252,276 256,208 266,134 263,688 253,210 257,736 250,721 272,064 278,112 279,034

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 3,932 13,858 11,412 934 5,460 -1,555 19,788 25,836 26,758

Increase (%) since 30 June 2002 - 2% 5% 5% 0% 2% -1% 8% 10% 11%

Source: NSW Health, Health Information Exchange (HIE).

Interpretation

Over the decade since the collection of this indicator 
commenced in 2000-01 the rates of recording of ambulatory 
contacts in NSW has increased substantially. There is, 
however, variability in the recording of community contact 
data between LHNs. This may reflect local data system issues 
as well as differences in local practices for collection and 
processing of clinician-reported activity data. The table above 

indicates that the recording of ambulatory data improved 
substantially in 2004-05, and remained relatively stable from 
then until 2008-09 with further improvement evident in the 
last two periods. It is likely that the data for the latest period 
will increase substantially once the extract process at HNE is 
resolved. The 2010-11 data will be revised in the 2011-12 
Annual Report.

Ambulatory Care (Contacts)
aMbulaTOry CONTaCTS 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11

Ambulatory Contacts 909,784 1,252,829 1,431,729 1,731,870 1,709,934 1,763,071 1,720,713 1,796,526 1,962,430 1,907,902

Increase since 30 June 2002 - 343,045 521,945 822,086 800,150 853,287 810,929 886,742 1,052,646 998,118

Increase (%) since 30 June 2002 - 38% 57% 90% 88% 94% 89% 97% 116% 110%

Source: NSW Health, Health Information Exchange (HIE).

Note: Continuing issues with the extract process for community mental health data for the Hunter New England LHN has resulted in HNE contact data not being available in the 
NSW HIE for most of 2010-11. No data for HNE LHN is included in the 2010-11 figure reported above (1, 907,092).

Interpretation

Non-acute mental health bed numbers increased by 7.3% 
(80) from 1,018 in 2009-10 to 1,098 in 2010-11. More than  
half (48) of all non-acute bed increases happened in Western 
NSW LHN which saw its overall non-acute bed base 
increased by 48 beds in 2010-11. Other places which saw an 
increase in their non-acute bed number were Murrumbidgee 
LHN and Southern NSW LHN, where the increase was mainly 
due to funding and transfer of 32 (16 in each LHN), 
Transitional Behavioural Assessment and Intervention Service 
(T-BASIS) beds from Aged Care and Rehabilitation to Mental 
Health in the beginning of 2011.

The increase in non-acute funded bed numbers in 2010-11 
has not translated into a corresponding increase in overall 
occupied bed days in NSW. Non-acute beds in Southern and 
Murrumbidgee LHNs were operational as mental health beds 
only in the last half of 2010-11 (from January 2011). Many of 
the newly funded beds in Western NSW LHN were not fully 
operational at the time of this reporting. (See Public Hospital 
Activity Table - Mental Health and associated footnotes for 
more details on non-acute funded bed activities).
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Mental Health – Public Hospitals Activity Levels

Public Psychiatric Hospitals and Co-located Psychiatric Units in Public Hospitals – with beds gazetted under  
the Mental Health Act 2007 and other non-gazetted Psychiatric Units

lHN/HOSpITal FuNDeD1 beDS 
aT 30 JuNe

average avaIlable2 
beDS IN year

average OCCupIeD3 
beDS IN year

OverNIgHT4 
SeparaTIONS IN 

12 MTHS TO 
30/6/11

DeaTHS5 IN 12 
MTHS TO 
30/6/11

2010 2011 2009–10 2010–11 2009–10 2010–11 

X700 Sydney LHN 241 241 222 223 194 194 2,840 3

Acute Beds - Adult6 140 140 149 136 138 133  2,347 3

Acute Beds - Older 30 30 30 30 27 27  243 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 35 35 35 35 23 24  19 

Non-Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent2 36 36 8 22 6 10  231 

X710 South Western Sydney LHN 166 166 165 167 155 157 3,131 3

Acute Beds - Adult 142 142 141 143 131 135  3,002 3

Acute Beds - Child/ Adolescent 10 10 10 10 10 8  113 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 14 14 14 14 14 14  16 

X720 South Eastern Sydney LHN 158 158 157 158 150 150 2,405 3

Acute Beds - Adult 112 112 113 112 110 111  2,177 3

Acute Beds - Older 12 12 12 12 11 9  95 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 34 34 32 34 29 30  133 

X730 Illawarra Shoalhaven LHN 107 113 102 106 89 90 1,690 2

Acute Beds - Adult7 73 73 69 72 63 63  1,497 1

Acute Beds - Older 14 14 14 14 11 11  139 1

Acute Beds - Child/ Adolescent8 6

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 20 20 19 20 15 16  54 

X740 Western Sydney LHN 375 375 367 353 325 306 2,919 2

Acute Bed - Adult9 148 148 148 148 162 143  2,603 1

Acute Beds - Older 10 10 10 10 3 6  61 

Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent 9 9 9 9 7 8  55 

Non-Acute Bed - Adult 135 135 135 135 135 120  47 

Non-Acute Beds - Older10 32 32 16 16 6 5  44 1

Non-Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent2, 11 17 17 25 11 2 2  96 

Non-Acute Beds - Forensic 24 24 24 24 10 22  13 

X750 Nepean Blue Mountain LHN 54 54 50 54 46 48 1,751 0

Acute Beds - Adult 54 54 50 54 46 48  1,751 

X760 Northern Sydney LHN 325 329 315 325 281 286 2,817 1

Acute Beds - Adult12 99 103 96 102 87 89  2,167 1

Acute Beds - Older 30 30 30 30 27 28  240 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 151 151 151 151 134 132  49 

Non-Acute Beds - Older13 30 30 30 33 30 33  9 

Non-Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent2 15 15 8 9 3 4  352 

X770 Central Coast LHN 84 84 79 83 66 67 1,777 1

Acute Beds - Adult 69 69 64 69 53 54  1,659 1

Acute Beds - Older 15 15 15 14 13 13  118 

X800 Hunter New England LHN 367 367 345 362 294 290 4,048 8
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lHN/HOSpITal FuNDeD1 beDS 
aT 30 JuNe

average avaIlable2 
beDS IN year

average OCCupIeD3 
beDS IN year

OverNIgHT4 
SeparaTIONS IN 

12 MTHS TO 
30/6/11

DeaTHS5 IN 12 
MTHS TO 
30/6/11

2010 2011 2009–10 2010–11 2009–10 2010–11 

Acute Beds - Adult 167 167 165 167 140 134  3,432 1

Acute Beds - Older14 18 18 18 22 17 18  161 1

Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent 12 12 12 12 7 6  264 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult15 81 81 91 72 85 62  77 

Non-Acute Beds - Older 59 59 59 59 45 41  107 6

Non-Acute Beds - Forensic 30 30 30 29  7 

X810 Northern NSW LHN 73 73 71 73 64 64 1,477 2

Acute Beds - Adult 65 65 64 65 59 59  1,386 2

Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent 8 8 7 8 5 5  91 

X820 Mid North Coast LHN 72 72 59 63 53 58 987 1

Acute Beds - Adult 52 52 59 52 53 47  947 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult16 20 20 11 11  40 1

X830 Southern NSW LHN 74 96 76 95 66 79 1,144 2

Acute Beds - Adult17 20 26 22 25 17 22  762 1

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 22 22 22 22 19 18  207 

Non-Acute Beds - Older18 32 48 32 48 30 39  175 1

X840 Murrumbidgee LHN 44 60 44 60 37 47 1,122 4

Acute Beds - Adult 44 44 44 44 37 36  1,048 

Non-Acute Beds - Older19 16 16 11  74 4

X850 Western NSW LHN20 195 273 177 160 128 120 1,553 1

Acute Beds - Adult 58 66 53 52 38 37  1,212 

Acute Beds - Older 12 7 6  53 

Acute Beds - Child/Adolescent 10 0 0  2 

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 109 149 124 84 90 61  264 1

Non-Acute Beds - Older 28 16 15 14  22 

Non-Acute Beds - Forensic 20 2 2

X860 Far West LHN 6 6 6 6 4 5 183 0

Acute Beds - Adult 6 6 6 6 4 5  183 

X690 St Vincent HN 48 48 52 50 43 44 1,356 0

Acute Beds - Adult 33 33 33 32 29 30 1242

Non-Acute Beds - Adult 15 15 19 18 14 14 114

X630 Sydney Childrens HN 16 16 16 15 15 10 198 0

Acute Beds - Child/ Adolescent 16 16 16 15 15 10 198

X180 Forensic Mental HN 231 231 172 223 152 183 610 0

Acute Beds21 152 152 114 144 95 118 581

Non-Acute Beds 79 79 58 79 57 65 29

NSW - TOTAL  2,636  2,762  2,475  2,576  2,162  2,198  32,008  33 
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lHN/HOSpITal FuNDeD1 beDS 
aT 30 JuNe

average avaIlable2 
beDS IN year

average OCCupIeD3 
beDS IN year

OverNIgHT4 
SeparaTIONS IN 

12 MTHS TO 
30/6/11

DeaTHS5 IN 12 
MTHS TO 
30/6/11

2010 2011 2009–10 2010–11 2009–10 2010–11 

SUMMARY BY SUB-PROGRAM & BED TYPE

Adult Acute 1,282 1,300 1,276 1,279 1,167 1,146 27,415 17

Older Acute  129  141  129  139  109  118  1,110  2 

C&A Acute  55  71  54  54  44  37  723 

Forensic Acute  152  152  114  144  95  118  581 

Adult Non-Acute  636  676  642  596  558  502  1,020  2 

Older Non-Acute  181  201  137  187  111  143  431  12 

C&A Non-Acute  68  68  41  42  11  16  679 

Forensic Non-Acute  133  153  82  135  67  118  49 

1 Funded beds are those funded by NSW Health. 2 Average Available beds are the average of 365 nightly census counts. This data is extracted from the SAP Beds Report 
by Demand, Performance Evaluation (DPE) Branch in DOH. This figure is an under-estimate for Child and Adolescent non-acute units which do not operate for 365 days. 
In rare instances higher number of available beds than funded are reported. This may be due to the use of surge beds in high demand periods, incorrect reporting of beds 
number in reporting system/s and different practices of bed management at local level. 3 Average occupied beds are calculated from the total Occupied Overnight bed 
days for the year. Data for non-acute child and adolescent units is only for days that these units are operational in the year (Monday to Friday excluding public holidays).  
4 Overnight Separations (i.e. admitted and separated on different dates) refers to the process by which an admitted patient completes an episode of care by being 
discharged, dying, transferring to another hospital or changing type of care. 5 Death of patients who had been in a MH unit at any time during a stay that ended in death 
in the period 2010-11. 6 Two beds in RPA temporarily unavailable due to relocation. Also a short fall of 3 available beds at Concord is due to 5 ECT beds operating only  
3 days a week. 7 Four new PECC beds opened in Wollongong in August 2010. 8 Six beds at Shellharbour CAMHS opened June 2011. 9 Four PECC beds at Blacktown 
hospital unavailable due to service re-design. 10 Sixteen T-BASIS beds in Lynford Lodge (Lottie Stewart hospital ) have closed since 1 July 2010; Eight T-BASIS beds in  
Mt Druitt were unavailable due to refurbishment. 11 Eight CAMHS beds at Redbank unavailable due to staff shortage. 12 Four new PECC beds opened in Royal North 
Shore hopital in September 2010. 13 Macquarie Hospital has 4 extra beds (not counted in the funded beds number) temporarily in place to address bed flow issues.  
14 HNE has reported four extra available beds on top of its funded bed base in MH unit for older people between July 2010 and May 2011. 15 Under reporting of 
available beds from Morisset Hospital between September - December 2010. 16 Under reporting of available and occupied beds at Coffs Harbour due to bed closure 
related to staffing issues and renovation at different times in the period. 17 Four acute beds and two HDU beds opened in Bega in 2010. 18 Sixteen T-BASIS beds 
transferred to Mental Health at Bourke St Health Service in January 2011. 19 Sixteen T-BASIS beds transferred to Mental Health in Wagga Wagga in January 2011.  
20 The transfer of all beds from the old Bloomfield Psychatric hospital to the new Orange Health Service is now complete. New beds and refurbished units at are opening 
in a staged manner. Four C&A beds at Orange Health Service were opened on 23 May 2011. Average availability and occupancy of these beds is therefore omitted in the 
table. Twelve non-acute older beds in 2011 were re-classified as acute from 28 non-acute older beds in 2010. Forensic Ward (Macquarie Forensic Unit) was opened on  
21 March 2011. Twelve of these beds remain unopened at the time of reporting; 7 beds are due to open in 2011-12 and five in 2012-13. 21 Six beds at Austinmer remain 
unopened/unavailable as at 30 June 2011.
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Private Hospitals
In 2010-11, 19 private hospitals authorised under  
the Mental Health Act provided inpatient psychiatric  
services in NSW in 705 authorised beds. 

Changes from 2009-10 to 2010-11

The funded authorised beds number (705) in private 
hospitals across NSW in 2010-11 has remained stable  
since 2009-10.

In 2010-11 overnight admissions to private hospitals 
increased by 10% (from 9,721 in 2009-10 to 10,739  
in 2010-11). Same day admissions decreased by 23%  
(from 24,318 in 2009-10 to 19,769 in 2010-11).

Overall in 2010-11, 94% (666) of the funded beds  
were available and almost 82% (544) of the available  
beds were occupied across all private hospitals in NSW.

Data Sources for the Annual Report

The ‘Funded Beds’ data for Public Health facilities was 
compiled from the ‘Bed Survey’ that happened in June/July 
2011. The survey collected data on bed numbers against  
bed types by financial-sub-program at ward/unit level in 
mental health facilities in Local Health Networks.

Data for ‘Average Available Beds’ was compiled from  
the Sustainable Access Plan (SAP), Bed Report by Demand 
and Performance Evaluation (DPE) Branch of NSW Health. 
‘Average Occupied Beds’ and ‘Overnight Separations’  
in Public Health facilities was extracted and compiled from  
data tables in the DOH HIE (data was extracted in early 
August 2011).

Inpatient deaths number in Public Health facilities is collected 
manually by survey (conducted in June 2011) from Local 
Health Networks.

The ‘Authorised Beds’ data in Private facilities is provided  
by the Private Health Standards an Regulation Unit in NSW 
Health. Other data for Private Hospitals presented in the 
table ‘Private Hospitals in NSW authorised under the Mental 
Health Act 2007’ is manually collected in a survey (conducted 
in July 2011) from Private providers of mental health care/
service.

Ambulatory Contact data was extracted in early August  
2011 from the MH-AMB (Mental Health Ambulatory) tables 
in DOH HIE.

Changes to Public Hospital  
Activity and Other Tables

The format and arrangement of the Public Hospital Activity 
table has been revised to present data grouped by acuity and 
sub-program within each LHN and not facility – as in previous 
reports.

Forensic Wards of Morisset Hospital, Cumberland Hospital 
and Orange Health Service have been removed from Forensic 
Mental Health Specialist Network (FMHN) and reported in 
their historical format as the FMHN is not due to be officially 
established until 1 July 2011. Data from these units will be 
reported under FMHN in the 2011-12 Annual Report.

Other tables that have been reformatted are: acute overnight 
separations, non-acute occupied bed days and ambulatory 
contacts. Time series data (2001-02 to 2010-11) presented  
in these tables is aggregated at State level.

Funded bed numbers at facility and ward level is available 
from InforMH, a unit of the Mental Health and Drug and 
Alcohol Office (MHDAO), NSW Health. This data is updated 
and maintained on an ongoing basis via annual survey and 
other communications with the LHNs. 

Negotiation between Western NSW LHN and MHDAO is 
currently underway to finalise funded bed numbers in 
Western NSW LHN. Following the outcome of negotiation 
the current bed base for Western NSW LHN may change.
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Private Hospitals in NSW Authorised Under the Mental Health Act 2007

HOSpITal / uNIT auTHOrISeD 
beDS1

avaIl  
auTHOrISeD 

 beDS 2 

 IN reSIDeNCe avg 
avaIlable 

beDS 3 

avg 
OCCupIeD 

beDS 4 

 aDMITTeD IN 12 
MTHS TO 30/6/11

ON 
leave

DeaTHS 
IN
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30/06/11

as at 
30/6/10

as at  
30/6/11

as at 
30/6/10
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30/6/11

12 mths to 
30/6/11

12 mths 
to 30/6/11

Over 
Night

Same 
Day

as at 
30/6/11

12 mths 
to 

30/6/11

Albury/Wodonga Private 12 12 0 2 0 8 4 78 125 0 0

Brisbane Waters 16 16 16 14 15 16 13 248 0 0 1

Campbelltown Private 26 26 20 26 13 314 181 1 0

Dudley Private Hospital 13 13 13 6 9 12 8 143 17 1 0

Hills Private 32 32 23 32 14 354 109 0 0

Lingard 27 27 27 22 22 27 21 387 14 0 0

Mayo Private Hospital 9 9 9 9 5 9 9 174 4 0 0

Mosman Private 18 18 18 13 18 18 15 293 0 15 1

Northside Clinic5 93 93 92 88 82 92 81 1,350 5,807 0 0

Northside Cremorne Clinic5 36 36 36 26 29 36 29 438 1,303 0 2

Northside West Clinic5 57 57 52 44 26 52 34 522 3,334 0 0

South Pacific5 37 37 37 34 30 37 30 547 3,129 0 0

St John of God Burwood5 86 86 86 64 65 86 62 1,400 3,123 0 0

St John of God Richmond5 88 86 88 69 74 88 65 1,264 2,676 0 0

Sydney Southwest Private 44 44 44 38 42 43 29 784 0 0 0

The Sydney Clinic 18 18 18 15 14 18 10 123 44 0 0

Warners Bay Private 30 30

Wesley Ashfield5 25 25 25 24 24 25 20 388 11 0 0

Wesley Kogarah5 38 38 38 25 30 38 27 460 2,874 0 0

Total 2010–11 705 693 602 666 544 10,739 19,769 6 3

Total 2009–10 687 552 693 510 9,721 24,318 17 5

Total 2008–09 645 523 632 490 8,927 17,089 2 4

Total 2007–08 637 507 8,288 17,110 1 0

Total 2006–07 653 657 8,436 24,310 30 0

Total 2005–06 587 382 7,958 23,803 52 2

Total 2004–05 596 382 8,139 20,691 1 5

Total 2003–04 560 426 9,857 18,339 1 2

Total 2002–03 580 422 8,048 17,589 2 4

Total 2001–02 570 377 7,822 18,666 4 1

1 The hospital is licensed to use these beds for psychiatric care - does not include ECT beds. 2 Number of beds available for use at 30 June 2010  
(includes empty and occupied beds). 3 Average available beds are the average of 365 nightly census count. 4 Average occupied beds are calculated  
from total over night bed days for the period. 5 Same day admissions in these facilities are mainly for day only programs. 
Source 1: Authorised beds number provided by Private Health Standards and Regulation Unit of NSW Department of Health. 
Source 2: All other data is collected from survey of Private Hospitals.        
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